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Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Board Chair and Executive 

Director Speak at United Nations Beijing +20 Event 
 
The	  Council	  on	  Domestic	  Violence	  &	  Sexual	  Assault	  and	  its	  Board	  Chair	  are	  among	  world	  

leaders	  asked	  to	  share	  the	  work	  they	  are	  doing	  to	  combat	  domestic	  violence	  and	  sexual	  

assault	  at	  the	  United	  Nations	  Beijing	  +20	  Conference	  on	  the	  Status	  of	  Women.	  

The	  Council’s	  Board	  Chair	  Richard	  C.	  Irwin,	  a	  Reverend	  in	  Anchorage,	  is	  participating	  in	  

a	  Parallel	  Event	  (workshop)	  for	  strengthening	  faith	  communities'	  responses	  to	  victims	  of	  

domestic	  violence.	  He	  is	  showcasing	  Alaska’s	  Shepherd's	  Care	  Forums.	  	  	  

Council	  Executive	  Director	  Lauree	  Morton	  will	  be	  in	  New	  York	  next	  week	  participating	  

in	  a	  workshop	  on	  engaging	  men	  and	  boys,	  highlighting	  the	  Council’s	  work	  with	  the	  

COMPASS	  program,	  Coaching	  Boys	  Into	  Men	  and	  the	  state’s	  mini-‐grants	  to	  communities.	  	  

Ambassador	  Charles	  Thembani	  Ntwaagae,	  of	  the	  Permanent	  Mission	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  

Botswana	  to	  the	  United	  Nations	  along	  with	  the	  Presbyterian	  Church	  (USA)	  are	  co-‐

sponsoring	  a	  Side	  Event	  on	  	  "Real	  Talk/Real	  Action:	  	  Engaging	  Men	  and	  Boys	  in	  

Prevention	  and	  Intervention	  Strategies	  that	  Address	  Gender	  Based	  Violence."	  This	  

follows	  the	  very	  successful	  event	  on	  “Moving	  Men	  from	  Bystanders	  to	  Allies”	  which	  was	  

held	  in	  March	  2013	  during	  the	  57th	  Session	  of	  the	  Commission	  on	  the	  Status	  of	  Women.	  	  
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“The	  continuation	  of	  the	  dialogue	  emanates	  from	  Botswana’s	  firm	  conviction	  that	  the	  role	  

of	  men	  and	  boys	  is	  critical	  in	  any	  effort	  aimed	  at	  the	  complete	  elimination	  of	  all	  forms	  of	  

violence	  and	  discrimination	  against	  women	  and	  girls,	  and	  the	  ultimate	  achievement	  of	  the	  

equal	  enjoyment	  of	  human	  rights	  and	  fundamental	  freedoms	  for	  all,”	  Ambassador	  

Thembani	  Ntwaagae	  wrote	  in	  a	  letter	  to	  participants	  invited	  to	  attend	  the	  event.	  	  

	  

This	   year	  marks	   20	   years	   after	   the	   adoption	   of	   the	   Beijing	  Declaration	   and	   Platform	   for	  

Action,	   the	   Ambassardor	   wrote.	   “This	   year	   Member	   States	   will	   review	   and	   identify	  

mechanisms	  to	  ensure	  its	  full	  implementation.	  	  It	  is	  also	  the	  year	  when	  world	  leaders	  will	  

convene	   at	   the	   United	   Nations	   Headquarters,	   70	   years	   after	   the	   establishment	   of	   the	  

organisation,	   to	   adopt	   a	   new	   global	   development	   agenda	   which	   intends	   to	   deliver	   a	  

peaceful,	  just	  and	  prosperous	  world	  for	  both	  present	  and	  future	  generations,	  including	  the	  

advancement	  of	  women	  and	  their	  equal	  enjoyment	  of	  basic	  human	  rights.”	  

	  

“It	   is	   an	   honor	   to	   be	   invited	   to	   participate	   in	   this	   important	   event,”	  Morton	   said,	   “and	   a	  

testimony	  to	   the	  cutting-‐edge	  prevention	  work	   the	  Council	  are	  doing	   in	  Alaska	   to	  engage	  

boys	   and	  men	   and	   to	  work	  with	   the	   Faith	   communities	   in	   order	   to	   change	   social	   norms	  

around	  violence.”	  

	  

Irwin	  served	  as	  a	  panelist	  in	  the	  “Sacred	  and	  Safe:	  Building	  Capacity	  of	  Faith	  Communities	  

to	  Address	  Gender-‐Based	  Violence,”	  held	  March	  10,	  along	  with	  Minister	  Jonathan	  Betts	  

Fields,	  of	  Harvard	  Divinity	  School	  and	  the	  Reverend	  Dr.	  Lisa	  B.	  Whitehead,	  Founder	  of	  

Victims	  in	  Sanctuary.	  	  

	  

“We	  often	  don’t	  see	  how	  our	  work	  in	  Alaska	  to	  create	  innovative	  responses	  to	  our	  problems	  

are	  seen	  by	  others,”	  Morton	  said.	  “Being	  asked	  to	  highlight	  our	  work	  at	  the	  Beijing	  +20	  

United	  Nations	  event	  is	  both	  a	  recognition	  of	  the	  work	  being	  done	  here	  and	  an	  inspiration	  

to	  keep	  moving	  forward	  to	  find	  our	  own	  solutions	  to	  these	  worldwide	  problems.”	  

-‐End-‐	  

Note	  to	  Media:	  For	  more	  information	  go	  to	  the	  council’s	  website	  at	  

http://dps.state.ak.us/cdvsa/	  	  The	  event	  Booklet	  and	  the	  letter	  from	  the	  Ambassador	  are	  

attached	  to	  this	  release.	  	  


